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NTELL.  UBRftRV 


BOROUGH  OF  BRIDPORT. 

of 

TO  THE  BRIDPORT  TOWN  COUNCIL.  V 


Mr.  Mayor  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  to  you  my  Annual  Report  upon  the  Health  and  Sanitary 
condition  of  the  Borough  for  the  year  1925.  ^ 

1.  GENERAL  STATISTICS. 

Area  686|  Acres.  Population  (Census  1921)  5,910. 

No.  of  Inhabited  Houses, — 1500  (approximate). 

Rateable  Value — £27,089. 

Sum  represented  by  a Penny  Rate— £102. 

II.  EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS  OF  THE  YEAR. 

Births.  94  (M.,  37;  P.,  57).  M.,  1,  P.,  3 Illegitimate. 

iR.Q  average-16-2  per  1000.  England  and  Wales- 

18  6 per  1000  in  1925  (lowest  recorded  except  during  the  war  years  1917-19), 

Deaths,  82  (M„  42  ; P„  40),  including  1 inward  and  12  outward  transfers— deducting 
the  latter,  the  nett  total  hecornes  70,  and  the  corrected  death  rate  is  11-8  per  1000.  5 year 

average— 13-5  per  1000  England  and  Wales-  12-2  per  1000  in  1925.  39  of  the  82  deaths 

occurred  at  the  age  of  70  and  upwards — 47-5%. 

Infant  Mortality— Deaths  under  1 year,  P.  5,  two  at  the  age  of  3 days,  one  at  2 
months,  and  the  remainder  a few  hours  after  birth,  from  congenital  and  developmental  defects. 
Infantile  Death  Rate  measured  by  the  proportion  of  deaths  under  1 year  of  age  to  registered 
births— 53-1  per  1000.  5-year  average— 49-3  per  1000.  England  and  Wales  1925—75  per  1000. 

Causes  of  Death  : — Diseases  of  the  Heart  and  Blood  Vessels 

>>  >>  Respiratory  System  (excluding  Pulmonary 

Tuberculosis)  ...  j2 

Malignant  Disease  ...  ...  "*  jq 

Tuberculosis  (Pulmonary)  ...  ...  ^ 

III.  IVOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  DURING  THE  YEAR. 
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Tuberculosis  (Pulmonary)... 

,,  (Other  forms) 
Pneumonia  (Lobar) 

Scarlet  Pever  ... 


• ••  ...  5 cases 

3 „ 

1 case 

1 

3 of  the  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  cases  received  Sanitorium  treatment. 

The  Scarlet  Pever  case  was  efficiently  isolated  and  treated  at  home. 

During  the  first  5 months  of  the  year  mild  cases  of  Chicken-Pox,  Mumps  and  Measles 
occurred  in  the  General,  Church  and  Allington  Schools. 

IV.  SUMMARY  (Por  Reference)  OF  NURSING  ARRANGEMENTS 

HOSPITALS  AND  OTHER  HMSTITUTIQ  WS  AVAILABLE  FOR 

THE  BOROUGH.  ~ 

-ri  General  Nursing  in  the  home  is  carried  out  by  the  District  Nurse,  who 

contrih^  ^"'■O'/fih-under  the  Town  Nursing  Society,  which  is  supported  by  voluntary 

dSg  !'he°yL*r  pat.ents.  The  Nurse  paid  3821  visits  to  patients  in  the  Borough 

in  pvr,  Infectious  Disease  can  be  obtained  at  the  Joint  Isolation  Hospital  and 

A TateZtl  Nurr''  your  Council,  on  my  recommendation. 

A Maternity  Nurse,  resident  in  the  Borough,  works  under  a special  Nursing  Committee— who 
eceive  grants  from  the  County  Council  and  from  your  Council,  and  also  fees  from  patients 
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A Health  Visitor,  under  the  County  Council  is  also  resident  in  the  Borough,  and  visits 
the  poorer  houses,  attends  at  the  Child-welfare  Centre  and  at  the  Tuberculosis  Dispensary. 

The  Child -welfare  Centre  in  South  Street  holds  fortnightly  meetings  under  a member 
of  the  County  Medical  Staff  and  Health  Visitor,  there  were  381  attendances  during  the  year,  by 
82  Children  from  the  Borough. 

County  Tuberculosis  Dispensary  in  Downes  Street  at  which  Tuberculosis  Cases 
receive  special  advice  and  treatment  under  a member  of  the  County  Medical  Staff,  who  attends 
weekly.  During  the  year  26  patients  from  the  Borough  made  356  attendances. 

The  Hospitals  available  for  the  Borough  are  (1)  the  Bridport  Hospital  (18  beds)  supported  by 
Voluntary  Contributions  and  fees  from  paying  patients,  for  Medical  and  Surgical  (including 
Surgical  Tuberculosis),  cases  having  a Nursing  Staff  of  a Matron,  Staff  Nurse,  and  3 probationer 
Nurses.  During  the  past  5 years  additional  accommodation  for  the  Nursing  Staff  has  been 
provided  at  the  Bridport  Hospital ; and  also  a Modern  X-Ray  Apparatus  has  been  installed, 
which  is  under  the  sole  supervision  of  a member  of  the  Hon.  Medical  Staff.  (2)  the  Bridport 
Joint  Hospital  (24  beds),  under  a Hospital  Board,  and  having  a Nursing  Staff  of  a Matron  and 
assistant  Nurse.  It  receives  infectious  cases  from  the  Urban  Districts  of  Lyme  Regis  and 
Bridport  and  from  the  Rural  District  of  Beaminster.  It  is  expected  that  provision  of  suitable 
accommodation  for  Small  Pox  will  be  arranged  for  by  the  Joint  Hospital  Board. 

Ambulance  Facilities  : — A motor  ambulance  is  provided  for  infectious  cases,  but 
not  for  non-infectious  or  accident  cases. 


V.  LABORATORY  WORK. 

Pathological  and  Bacteriological  Examinations  are  undertaken  at  the  County 
Laboratory  at  Poole  ; and  in  the  Pathological  Department  of  the  County  Hospital,  Dorchester, 
where  Sero  and  Vaccines  may  be  obtained. 


VI.  SANITARY  ADMINISTRATION. 
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2 

21 
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Sanitary  Inspector’s  Statement: — 

Number  of  Inspections  ...  ...  48 

Number  of  Informal  Notices  served  ...  18 

Number  of  Statutory  Notices  served  ...  2 ,, 

Cowsheds  and  Dairies  : — 

Number  of  Dairymen  Cowkeepers  and  Milksellers  on  Register 
Number  of  Cowsheds  in  Borough  ...  3 Number  inspected 

Number  of  inspections  during  year  ...  24 

Slaughter  Houses:  — 

Number  registered  and  licensed  ...  ...  3 

Number  of  inspections  ...  ..  28 

One  Tuberculous  carcase  was  condemned  and  destroyed. 

There  are  15  Bake-Houses  in  the  Borough,  all  situated  above  ground,  and  their 
Sanitary  state  is  satisfactory.  There  is  no  public  Abattoir.  62  Inspections  of  work-places  were 
made  during  the  year,  no  Notices  or  prosecutions  were  served. 


Number  complied  with 


No  Notices  served. 


Number  inspected 
No  Notices  served. 


VII.  ADMINISTRATION  OF  SALES  OF  FOOD  & DRUGS  ACTS. 


The  following  Samples  were  taken  during  the  year  : — 
Sample  No. 

Beer  ...  ...  ...  2 

butter  ...  ...  ...  2 

Cider  ...  ...  ...  1 

Coffee  ...  ..  ...  1 

Glycerine  ...  ...  ...  1 

Milk  ...  ...  ...  1 

Rum  ...  ...  ...  1 

Stout  ...  ...  ...  1 

Whiskey  ...  ...  ...  1 


If  adulterated. 


Yes 


Adulterated  Sample — Stout. 


Action  taken — Brewers  communicated  with. 


Vlll.  HOUSING. 

Number  completed  under  Council  scheme 
Number  of  new  houses  proposed  ... 


40  built  and  occupied. 
30  to  be  built  in  1926. 


Number  of  new  houses  erected  during  the  year: — 

(а)  Total  ... 

(б)  As  part  of  the  municipal  housing  scheme... 


1925 

11 

Nil 
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1.  Unfit  Dwelling  Houses. 

Inspection — (1)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for  housing  defects 

(under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts)  ...  ...  ...  16 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  inspected  and  recorded  under  the 

Housing  (Inspection  of  District)  Regulations,  1910  ...  ...  Nil 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a state  so  dangerous  or  injurious 

to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation  ...  ...  2 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those  referred  to  under  the 

preceding  sub-heading)  found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for 
human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

2.  Remedy  of  defects  without  Service  of  formal  Notices. 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in  consequence  of  informal 

action  by  the  local  Authority  or  their  Officers  ...  ...  4 


3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers. 

A. — Proceedings  under  Section  28  of  the  Housing,  Town  Planning,  &c..  Act, 
1919. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  notices  were 


served  requiring  repairs  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered  fit : — 

(fl)  by  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(6)  by  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  ...  Nil 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders 

became  operative  in  pursuance  of  declarations  by  owners  of 
intention  to  close  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

B.  — Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  notices  were 

served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  ...  ...  6 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  were  remedied  : — 

(a)  by  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(fc)  by  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  ...  Nil 

C.  — Proceedings  under  sections  17  and  18  of  the  Housing,  Town  Planning, 

&c..  Act,  1909. 


(1)  Number  of  representations  made  with  a view  to  the  making  of 


Closing  Orders  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders 

were  made  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders 

were  determined,  the  dwelling-houses  having  been  rendered  fit  Nil 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  Demolition 

Orders  were  made  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(5)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in  pursuance  of  Demoli- 

tion Orders  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 


IX.  WATER  SUPPLY. 

The  supply  has  been  more  contant  than  in  previous  years  ; two  samples  were  submitted 
for  analysis  during  the  year,  and  though  found  to  contain  vegetable  and  mineral  matter  the 
water  is  considered  to  be  of  a su^ient  degree  of  purity  to  justify  its  use  for  drinking  and 
domestic  purposes. 


X.  PORT  SANITARY. 

The  following  vessels  entered  the  Harbour  during  the  year  : — 

Coastwise  27  (13  sail,  7 steam,  7 motor).  Tonnage  56 — 167. 

Foreign  14  (5  sail,  5 steam,  4 motor).  Tonnage  70 — 270. 
from  Norway,  Sweden,  Prance  and  Holland. 

Their  Sanitary  Condition  was  satisfactory,  no  case  of  illness  was  reported,  and  no 
rats  were  seen. 

The  Imports  were  Timber,  Oil-Cake,  Potatoes,  Coal,  Cement,  Super  Phosphate  and 
Basic  Slag ; and  the  Exports  Gravel  and  Grit. 

1 am.  Gentlemen, 

Your  Obedient  Servant, 

A.  B.  MacCARTHY, 

M.O.H. 


April,  1926. 


